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One of the most difficult and frustrating aspects of ocean racing is the hours, and sometimes days, spent in the
doldrums. Trying to keep the boat moving in the right direction with no wind, maybe foul current, and just
enough wave action to cause the sails to flog, all can be mind-numbing. The crew do their best to be patient and
inch forward, attempting to manage in conditions that are completely out of their control, just waiting for it to
pass and a fresh breeze to finally pick up. TAYC, and the entire world, has been in the doldrums since mid-March
and while COVID-19 obviously poses a highly serious threat, managing through it requires the patience of a sailor
in the doldrums, albeit times 10. We sailors are a resilient lot. We will stay the course and look forward to this all
being over and the wind to finally start moving our ship ahead once more.
I wish I could say now when the club will reopen and when we will be back to normal, but the simple truth is,
we just don’t know. It appears as though we have at least another month in front of us before we can begin to
host some socially distanced / modified theme events and it will be months before we are back to the pre-COVID
way of life, with a few social adjustments that will likely be the new normal, including inventions like a protective
face covering that will accommodate a straw.
The Board of Governors met via Zoom in April and will do the same in May. We are keeping track of the pandemic status on the shore, instituting measures that are in compliance with the Governor’s executive orders, communicating with other yacht clubs, and evaluating creative alternatives for an eventual reopening. A positive piece
of news for us is that Governor Hogan’s reopening plan – phase one, calls for the resuming of recreational boating, so at least we can get out on the water when the plan is implemented.
Another good piece of news is the B-Dock demolition and reconstruction project is finally underway, thanks to the leadership of
P/C Jay Dayton and his team. Construction traffic in the parking
lot will be busy in May, so for safety reasons, the club entrance will
be roped off and the lot closed to vehicle traffic during periods of
active construction. We realize that some members have enjoyed
walking the grounds over the past six weeks, and we encourage you
to continue to do that, but we ask that you park outside while construction is occurring and stay clear of the area between the clubhouse and the gate near the ferry dock. The beach area and A-Dock
are outside of the construction zone. Enjoy what little the club can
offer at this time, but please remember to follow social distancing
and face covering guidelines when appropriate.
Finally, Saturday, April 25th 2020 marked a very sad day for the
TAYC family as we lost one of our most beloved and long-time
members, Dr. Jim Thompson. Jim’s friendship and adventures with
our members mark high points in so many of our lives. Jim was a
hall of fame worthy sailor and his legacy will live on here at TAYC
for many years to come. Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Holly,
Ian, and his many many friends, especially the crew of Ariel. Sail on
Jim. Fair winds and following seas.
TAYC Members honor Jim Thompson on
Doug Abbott, Commodore
Saturday by setting our Burgee at half staff

Membership News
Please welcome our recent new club members!

Tracy Ward

Proposer: P/C Gugy Irving
Seconder: P/C Tom Alspach
Tracy has crewed on a Shields for two years, and skippered on her own boat Seaduction last season. She is
looking forward to furthering her sailing
experience and is excited to enjoy all social aspects that
TAYC has to offer. Tracy plans to volunteer on Race
Committee.

Junior Sailing News

Michael Rajacich, Jr.

Proposer: P/C Bill Chapman
Seconder: Alan Campbell
Mike grew up in Easton/Oxford which instilled his
love for sailing. He has been a part of our Junior Sailing Program, Shields Fleet and Match Racing. He has
skippered in various PHRF races and attended a
Bermuda to Annapolis return boat delivery. Mike is
looking forward to his future of sailing and wants to
travel the world afloat.

We are prepared for the Summer season! We have our coaches lined up, new class offerings and new 420s. The sun
drenched breeze of the Tred Avon awaits our young sailors. Of course, this was all prepared over the winter months
and early spring prior to COVID-19. Now there are many variables that we will continue to evaluate that will influence
the 2020 Junior Sailing Program. Our program is registered as a summer camp with the state of Maryland so the state’s
guidelines or restrictions on camp operations will most likely determine our summer schedule and operation. We will
continue to monitor the situation and the Governor’s orders with a goal to provide more information around May 15th.
The well being of our Sailors, their families, coaches, staff, and residential hosts is our guiding value.
Our website is still open for registrations. It will be very helpful to gauge the interest in this summer’s program if
you register for the program dates that interest your Jr. Sailors. You will not be charged for the tuition until we determine the exact program operations for this summer and you will be able to cancel or change weeks without penalty.
For further questions or comments please email our Director of Jr. Sailing, Scott Leppert at juniorsail@tayc.com
Richard Ward
Jr. Sailing Chair
Governor of Sailing Programs
rffrw@aol.com

TAYC Flashback - Easter

Easter 2004 - Campbell/Hyatt Family

2013 Lydia and Matthew Periconi

Easter 2014 - Easter Bunny Elizabeth and
Charlie Wainwright

Easter 2015 with
Easter Bunny Cory Devlin

2017Paul & Allison Rogers, Harriet & P/C Richard
Slaughter, Lydia & Matthew Periconi

Easter Egg Sorting 2016
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TAYC Flashback - Spring Sailing

April 24, 2016 - First day of Shields Spring Series
Allison Rogers and aboard Black Pearl: P/C Richard Slaughter,
P/C Arnie Boughner, P/C Jay Dayton and Todd Taylor

May 2017
Trippe Creek Rendezvous

April 2018 Shields Spring Series

2014 Trippe Creek Rendezvous

May 2013 Shields Spring Series

2016 RC Laser Spring Series Kick Off

TAYC Flashback - Spring Social

April 2014 - TAYC Annual Meeting

2012 - Burn Your Socks

2017 - TAYC Annual Meeting (Club House Established in 1992 - 25 year celebration)

2015 - Flag Raising Ceremony
2017 - Burn Your Socks
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